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Cabot left Bristol in the spring of 1497, a year
after the date of his patent, not with the cfive
shippes' the King had authorized, but in the
little Matthew, with a crew of only eighteen men,
nearly all Englishmen accustomed to the North
Atlantic. The Matthew made Cape Breton, the
easternmost point of Nova Scotia, on the 24th of
June, the anniversary of St. John the Baptist,
now the racial fete-day of the French Canadians.
Not a single human inhabitant was to be seen in
this wild new land, shaggy with forests primeval,
fronted with bold, scarped shores, and beautiful
with romantic deep bays leading inland, league
upon league, past rugged forelands and rocky
battlements keeping guard at the frontiers of
the continent. Over these mysterious wilds
Cabot raised St. George's Cross for England and
the banner of St. Mark in souvenir of Venice.
Had he now reached the fabled islands of the West
or discovered other islands off the eastern coast
of Tartary? He did not know. But he hurried
back to Bristol with the news and was welcomed
by the King and people. A Venetian in London
wrote home to say that 'this fellow-citizen of
ours, who went from Bristol in quest of new islands,
is Zuan Caboto, whom the English now call a